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Thank you for making time. 
We are surviving a pandemic!



Advice

• Show up
• Listen first
• Play to your strengths
• Build on existing structures
• It doesn’t always have to be you

à You don’t have to do this alone
à You shouldn’t do this alone



Personal Background
• Rural upbringing (Columbia 

Gorge)
• Training

o BA in biology-environmental studies 
o PhD in social-developmental psychology

• Research interest(s): 
o Topics: Rural health disparities, colorectal 

cancer screening & treatment, practice 
facilitation to change health systems

o Methods: Participatory implementation 
science, mixed methods

o Goal: Eliminate health disparities in rural and 
vulnerable populations

10+ years conducting applied 
research in ORPRN and CHARA

https://www.ohsu.edu/oregon-rural-practice-based-research-network
https://www.communityresearchalliance.org/about.html


Oregon Rural Practice-based Research 
Network (ORPRN)

www.ohsu.edu/orprn

ORPRN’s mission is to improve 
health outcomes and equity for all 
Oregonians through community 

partnered dialogue, research, 
coaching and education.

http://www.ohsu.edu/orprn




Community Health Advocacy & 
Research Alliance (CHARA)

http://www.communityresearchalliance.org/

• Founded 2013 with PCORI seed funding 
• Structure

• Co-leads (Davis & Dillon)
• Core team (Lowe, Ferrara, Ruder) 
• Advisory Board
• Research Ambassadors

• Mission to “identify, develop, and 
conduct health research to answer 
questions that matter here.”

Action Through 
Research and 

Service

Understand 
Priorities

Build 
Capacity

CHARA Process Overview

http://www.communityresearchalliance.org/


Title Topic
Year 
awarded Length Held by Amount Funder

PCORI Tier I Capacity building 2014 <1 year Community $15K PCORI

InteGREAT Integrated care 2014 1 year Academic $250K Gorge Health 
Council

AHRQ PCOR K12 PCOR & CRC 2014 2.5 years Academic $305K AHRQ/OHSU

PCORI Tier II Capacity building & 
CER 2015 1 year Community $25K PCORI

Finding the Right FIT CRC 2015 1 year Community $25K Knight CPP

PCORI Tier III Capacity building, 
CRC 2016 1 year Academic $50K PCORI

Mobilizing Action for 
Resilient Communities 
(MARC) Evaluation

Trauma informed care 2017 2 years Community N/A RWJF

PRECISE CRC CRC 2017 4 years Academic $682K NCI

OCTRI CTSA Capacity building 2018 5 years Academic N/A NIH

SMARTER CRC CRC 2019 5 years Academic $6M NCI

ANTECEDENT Unhealth alcohol Use 2019 3 years Academic $2.3M AHRQ

* In addition to these awards, the Community Health Impact Specialist who serves on CHARA’s board has secured over $10 Million 
in community-based projects. Abbreviations: PCORI = Patient Centered Outcomes Research Institute, PCOR = Patient Centered 
Outcomes Research, CRC = Colorectal Cancer, SDH = Social Determinants of Health, CPP = Community Partnership Program, 
CMS = Center for Medicaid and Medicare Services, RWJF = Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, NCI = National Cancer Institute.

CHARA Funding Over Time
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Where to look locally?

• Clinical and Translational Science 
Awards
• Practice-based Research Networks?
• Cancer Centers – Community 

Engagement Cores
• Public Health Schools
• Extension
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